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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

The undersigned received a telephone call Jrom the examiner, S. Tmn, on April 16, 2004 
related to tlie abovc-captioncd application. In particular, Examiner Tran stated that she never 
received the Response to the OIEce Action mailed on March 1 8, 2003 and that the case is now 
abandoned. 

Enclosed is a copy of the date stamped post card received Jrom the USPTO indicating 
receipt of the Response to the Office Action on May 12, 2003* A copy of the Response is 
attached to this petition. 

The Applicants hereby petition under 37 CJ'.R. § 1.181 for the revival of the patent 
application and for the application to proceed on the merits. 
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Sir: 

Enclosed please find the Response to OfTcia] Action mailed on March IS, 2003 for filing 
with the U.S. Patent and Traxlemark Office. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fee or credit any overpayment 
to our Deposit Account No. OR-1275 . An originally executed duplicate of this transmittal is 
enclosed for this purpose. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HAYERSTOCK & OWENS LLP 
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In re Application of: 

Peter O. Schmidt etaL 
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Filed: March 7, 2001 
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Examiner: S. Tran 

RESPONSE TO OFFICIAL ACTION 
MAILED ON 
March 18, 2003 

162 N.Wolfe Road 
Sunnyvale, California 94086 
(408) 530-9700 



MS-AF 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

AMENDMENTS 
Clean version of claims, incorporating current amendments. 

I . (Twice Amended) A headphone support element for securing a Iieadplione connector 
having one circular plug to a headphone connector iuterfece of an electronic device 
having a corresponding jack wherein the plug is inserted into Ihe jack, the headphone 
support element coupled with the headphone connector interjEhce, wherein the headphone 
support element having a first receptacle for engaging and securing the headphone 
connector, wherein the headphone connector cannot move or rotate when connected to 
tlie headphone connector interface. 

5. a" 

wice Amended) The hc^idphone suoDOit cl&tnt^nt according to cl^tim 1 wherein the 
headplioae support element is integrally formed within the electionic device. 



CERTIFICATE OF WAILING (37 CFfl § t.B(a)) 
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doposttod with Hh^ U-S. Postal Sdrvico on tiid date 
shown bfibw wlih suEFidcm postage as lljst class 
. 1 . mall in an envelope add/essed to the-' Assieiam 

Commissioner tor Patents, P.O. Box 1450 
Aiftxandrta^VAaasn-MSO 

HAVepSTOCK & OWENS LLP. 
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REMARKS 



The Applicants respectfully request further examination and consideration in view of the . 
above amendments and the arguments set forth fully below. Prior to this Office Action, Claims 
1-11 and 13-20 were pending in diis application. Within the Office Action, Claims 1, 2, 4-7, 9- 
1 1, 13 and 15-20 were rejected, and Claims 3, 8 and 14 were objected to. By the above 
amcndmejit. Applicants have amended Claims 1 and 5. Therefore, Claims Ml and 13-20 arc 
currently pending in this application. 

RcTections Under 35 U.S.C. S 11!^ 

Wifliin the Office Acdon, Claim 5 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, It is stated 
within the Office Action liat Claim 5 is indefinite for failing lo particularly point out and 
distincUy claun the subject matter which Applicants regard as the invention: namely, it is unclear 
how the electronic device relates to otlicr elements in the claim. The Applicants respectfully 
traverse. Nonetheless, tke Applicants have amended Independent Claim 1 to further recite that 
the electronic device mdndes the headphone connector interface* In addition, the Applicants 
have amended dependent Claim 5 to have proper antecedent basis for die element of tiae 
electronic device in amended Claim 1. Accordingly, amended Claim 5 particularly pomts out 
and distinctly claims the subject matter of the electronic device and is therefore allowable. 

Reiections Under 3*; TT-S.C. § lOSfn) 

Within the Office Action, Claims 1, 2, 6-7, 13/15 and 20 have been rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103Ca) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,465,421 to McConnicIc et al. 
(hereinafter "McCorniick*') mview of U.S. Patent No. 6,071,142 to Blackman (liereinafter 
"Blackman"). In addition, Clanns 1, 4, 6-7, 9, 1 1. 15 and 17-20 have been rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103Ca) as being unpatentable over McCormidc in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,045,108 to 
Olseu (hereinafter "Olsen")* Further. Claims 1, 2. 5-7, 10, 13, 15, 16 and 20 have been rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatenuble over McComiick m view of U.S. Patent No, 
6,095,846 to Beceixa (hereinafter ''Bccerra"). 

Specifically, it is stated within the Office Action thai McCormick discloses a headphone 
connector interface having a corresponding jack. It is also stated that McCormick fails to 
disclose a support element uitcgrally formed widim tlie device for securing die plug to the jack so 
that the connector cannot move or rotate. It is stated in the Office Action that Blackman teache$ 
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the use of a support element having a receptacle for sccui'ing or preventing a plug from being 
inadvertently pulled from the socket In addition, it is stated in the Office Action that Olscn 
teaches the use of a flexible support element having a receptacle for seeming or preventing a plug 
from being inadvertently pulled from the socket Fujtlier, it is stated witMn the OfRce Action 
that Becerra teaches the use of a support element integrally fortaed within the device having a 
receptacle for securmg or preventing a plug from being inadveiteady puIJed ftom the socket 
Thus, it is stated withhi the Office Action that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a support element taught by Blackman, 
Olsen or Becerra to the plug in McCormick to retain the plug to the jack from being inadyertcndy 
pulled from die socket. The Applicants respectfully disagree. 

The present inventipn is dkected to a headphone support element that is coupled with a 
circular ]neadphone connector interface of an electronic device. The headphone support element 
engages and secures a headphone connector having one ckcnlar plug (hereinafter referred to, for 
brevity, as "circular plug") when the headphone connector i$ connected to the lieadphone 
connector interface. When secured to the headphone support element, the circuhir headphone 
connector is unable to move or rotate about the headphone connector interface. The headphone 
support element i$ preferably coupled to the headphone connector interface by an adhesive, 
however the headphone support element can alternatively be integrally formed within the 
electronic device. 

Blackman teaches a power cord -removal prevention device 10. The device 10 in 
Blackmsn is used with a two or three-prong power cord plug 50 to prevent the power cord plug 
50 fr'om being inadvertently removed from a power outlet 63. The device 10 in Blackman has a 
bridge 16 with a clamp 30 which selectively creates an opening 32 wliich can secure the power 
cord dierein. Thus, the wJied portion of the power cord fits througli the opening 32, when the 
connector pordon of the power cord is plugged into the socket. While power cords with two or 
more prongs can be pulled out of die wall outlet because me prong$ are separated by a distance, 
the cord cannot be rotated when plugged in. Thus, Blaclcmaii is directed toward solving an 
entu'ely different problem than the present invention. Therefore, diere is no motivation to 
combine Blackman with the circular plug tauglit in McCormick to reach the present invention 
and even making the combiiiauon doe$ not result in the claimed invention. There is no hint 
teach mg or suggestion in Blackman that die device 10 effectively prevents a circular plug from 
rotating about die jack when secured by the device 10. In fact, Blackman teaches away from 
using a circular plug to reach die present invention, because die Blackman device 10 does not 

-3- 



PAGE 1 1/1 7 * RCVD AT 4/22/20M 7:26:14 PM [Eastern Daylight r^^^ 



APR-22-2004(THU) 16:01 ^ ^ P. 012/017 



PATENT 

Attorney Docket No.: HELLO-Q860] 

prevent the circular plug from rotating when comiccted to the coimector interface. As shown in 
Bladcinan, only the wired portion of the power cord plug 50 fits through the opening 32 oi: Uie 
device 10 and the nature of the two or ihree prong plug is what inherenUy keeps tlie plug from 
rotating. In other words, the device in Blackman does not need to solve the problem of 
preventing the power cord from rotating, because tlie power cord itself, and not the device in 
Blackman, prevents the plug from rotatkig when plugged into the socket. Tlierefore^ one skilled 
in the art would have do motivation to use Bladonan with the drculsr plug in McCormick to 
reach the present invention. 

Olsen teadies a retainer 10 having a base plate 18 lyuig between the dual s&ckets of an 
electric outlet. The base plate 18 is mounted over the outlet shield 14 and is secured thereto with 
a screws 15, The retainer 10 has paired flanges 19 which extend outwardly from the. base plate 18 
as well as a pau- of spaced spring legs 30. 32 with feet which extend from each of the flanges at 
an angle. The legs 30, 32 lie parallel to the outlet 14 and the feet extend sudi that llie retainer 10 
is in pressed contact with the ouUet 14, A plug 42, 43 is inserted inlo ihe socket by manually 
flexing die feet 30, 32 and legs of the retainer outwardly and placing the cord through die sparing 
between \h& legs 30, 32 or to the side of the legs. Once the plug 42, 43 is msertcd and die legs 
30, 32 are relaxed, die legs 30, 32 spring back into engagement with the plug 42, 43 and urge it 
toward die flexed position with die feet 22, 23 of die retainer out of contact widi die shield. One 
skilled in the aat would have no motivation to combine the retainer in Olsen with the circular 
plug taught m McCormick to reach the present mventiorL Olsen does not teach that die retainer 
10 prevents the plug from rotating nor would Olsea need to, because the power cord in Olsen has 
two or three prongs which inherendy prevents the cord fram rotatmg when plugged into tlie 
socket. Since Olsen does not make the posidve assertion that die retainer 10 exerts enough force 
to prevent a comiector from rotating, one skilled in the art would reasonably un derstand that the 
circular plug in McCormick would still rotate under die force of die retamer 10. To malce die 
connection diat Olsen in conjunction with McCoimiak teaches a headphone support device 
configured to prevent a circular plug from rotating is impermissible hindsight analysis. 
Therefore, one skilled in tlie art would have no modvaiion to use Olsen widi McConnick to 
reach the present hivendon or solve the problem taught by the present invention. Thus, die 
present mveiitioii Ls distinguishable over McCormick in view of Olsen alone or in any 
coitibinaLion. 

Beceixa teaches aii electrical plug retainer for securing an electiical plug inserted into a 
socket. The retainer includes a spaced apart pak of elongate members each having a pan of 

-4' 
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opposite ends as well as a pak of elongate end regions and a middle region interposed 
therebetween. The retainer includes a coupler on cadi end, whereby the coupler on one end 
etigages the coupler on die other end of the retainer. The retainer wraps around the front of the 
outlet socket* whereby tJae ends are coupled together to form several adjustable slots in front of 
the sockets. The connector plug is inserted mto the socket and then the ends of the retainer are 
coupled together, whereby die cord fi-om the plug extends dn-ougli one of the adjustable slots. 
One skilled in the art would have no motivation to combine Becerra widi the circular plug taught 
in McCormick to reach the present hivention. The retainer in Becerra holds the connector plug to 
the wall and does not allow the comector plug from being disconnected from the sodcet 
However, tliere is no hint, teachmg or suggestion in Becerra that the device would effectively 
prevent the circular plug in McCormick from rotating when engaged to die jack. The plug in 
Becerra has two or three prongs which itself inherently prevents the plug from rotating when 
plugged Into the socket- Thus, securing the circular plug to the jack with the BeceiTa device 
would not prevent the circular plug from rotatiug, because the Becerra device only presses the 
plug against the socket and nothing more. In other words, the Becerm device is not designed, nor 
operates in a manner consistent to, prevent the circular plug fjom rotatmg when connected to the 
headphone connector interface. Therefore, one skilled in tl^e art would have no motivation to use 
McCormick with BeceiTa to reach the present invention or solve the problem taught by the 
present invention. 

Claim i is directed to a headphone support clement for secui-ing a headphone connector 
having one circular plug to a headphone connector biterface of an electronic device having a 
corresponduig jack wherein the plug is inserted into the jack, the headphone support element 
coupled with the headphone connector interface, wherem the headphone support element having 
a first receptacle for engagmg and securing the headphone connector, wherein the headphone 
connector cannot move or rotate when connected to the headphone connector interface. As 
stated above, there is no hint, teaching or suggestion in Blackman, Olsen nor Beceua to coTObine 
the respective devices in tliese references with the headphone connector in McCormick to reach 
the present invention. Blackman, Olscn and Becerra teach retaining devices wliich press a two or 
three prong electrical plug against the socket and prevents the plug from being disconnected from 
the socket, l-fowever, the retaining devices taught in Blackman, Olscn and Becerra do not 
prevent a headphone connector having one circidar plug from rotating when engaged and secured 
thereto. As stated above, the multiple prongs of an electrical plug, rather ilian the retaining 
device in the cited reference prevent die plug fix)m rotating when plugged into a socket. Tlius^ 
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using tlie circular plug in McConmck with any of the retaining devices taught in tlie cited 
refereaices docs not prevent tlie circular plug fioTii rotating. Therefore, one .skilled- in the art 
would have no moiivatioixto combine McConnick. Blackman, Olsen and Becerra, individually 
or m combination to reach die present invention. For at least these reasons. Claim 1 is allowable 
over McConnick, BlacJonan, Olsen and Becerra abne or in any combination.. 

Claun 6 is directed to an electronic device having a circular headphone connector 
interface for accepting a corresponding ciicular headphone connector, the electronic device 
comprismg: a headphone support element coupled with the headphone connector interface, the 
headphone support element having a first receptacle for engaging and securing the headphone 
connector wilhin, the headphone support element havmg a first side and a second side, wherein 
the headphone connector cannot move or rotate when connected to the headphone connector 
inteiface. As stated above, there is no hint, teaching or suggestion in Blackman, Olsen nor 
Becerra to combine the respective devices in these references with the circular headphone 
connector in McCormick to reach the present invention. The multiple prongs of an electrical 
plugj rather than the retaining devices taught in the cited references, prevents the plug from • 
rotating when plugged into a socket Thus, replacing the multiple pronged plug widi the circular 
plug in McCormick in conjunction with the retaming device taught tn Blackman, Olsen or 
Becerra does not prevent the chcular plug hrom rotating. Therefore, one skilled m the art would 
have no motivation to combine McComiick. Blackman^ Olsen and Becerra, individually or in 
combination to reach the pi*escat kivention. For at least tliese reasons. Claim 6 is allowable over 
McCormick, Blackman, Olsen and Becerra alone or in any combhiation.. 

Claim 15 is directed to a method of securing a circular hetidphone connector to a 
corresponding circular headphone connector interface, comprising die steps of: providing a 
headphone support element; and coupling the headphone support element to the headphone 
connector intei'face* wherein the headphone support clement includes a first receptacle for 
engaging and securing the headphone connector to the headphone connector interface thereby 
preventing the headphones connector from moving or rotating when connected to the headphone 
connector mterfece. As stated above, there is no hint, teaching or suggestion in Blackman, Olsen 
nor Becerra to combine the respective devices hi these references with die headphone connector 
in McCormick to reach the present invention wherein the headphone connector does not rotate 
when engaged with the first receptacle. The multiple prongs of an electrical plug, rather dian the 
retaining device, prevents the plug from rotating when plugged into a socket. Tlius, replacing the 
multiple pronged plug with the circular plug in McCormick in conjunction with the retaining 
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device taught in Blackman» Olsen or Beceixa does not prevent the ciicular plug from rotating. 
Therefore, one skilled in the art would have no motivation to combine McCorcnick, Blackmim, 
Olsen and Becerra, individually or in combination to reach the present invention. For at least 
these reasons. Claim 15 is allov/able over McCormiclc, Blackinan, Olsen and Becen-a alone or in 
any combination., 

Oaim 20 is dirccr&d to a system for coupling a remote device having a chculai* male plug 
to an electronic device having a corresponding circular female jack, wherein the remote device is 
electrically coupled to the electronic device by inserting the male plug into die female jack, the 
system comprising a support element mounted to the electronic device such that ihe support 
element mechanically engages the male plug and prevents the male plug from rotating relative to 
the female jack. As stated above, there is no hint, teaching or suggestion in Blackman, Olsen nor 
Beccrra to combine the respective devices in these references with the headphone connector in 
McCormick to reach the present invention w^herein the headphone connector does not rotate 
when engaged with the first receptacle* The multiple prongs of an electrical plug, rather than the 
retaining device, prevents the plug from rotating when plugged into a socket Thus, replacing the 
multiple pronged plug with the circular plug in McCormick in conjunction with the retaining 
device taught in Blackmail, OUen or Becerra does not prevent the circular plug from rotating. 
Therefore, one skilled in the art would have no motivation to combine McCormick, Blackman. 
Olsen and Becerra, individually or in combination to reach the present invention. For at least 
these reasons. Claim 20 is allowable over McComiick. Blackman, Olsen and Becerra alone or in 
any combination- 
Claims 2, 4, and 5 arc dependent on an Ihdepenclcnt Claim 1. As stated above. Claim 1 is 
in a condition for allowance. Accordmgly, Claka 2, 4 and 5 are also in a condition for 
allowance- In addition. Claims 7 and 9-1 1 are dependent on an Independent Claim 6. As stated 
above. Claim 6 is in. a condition for allowance. Accordingly, Claims 7 and 9-11 are also in a 
condition for allowance. Further, Clauns 13 and 16-19 are dependent on an Independent Claim 
15. As stated above. Claim 15 is in a condition for allowance. Accordingly, Claims^i 13 and 16- 
19 are also in a condition for allowance. 
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For the reasons given above, the Applicants respectftjlly submit that the Claims 1-11 and 
13-20 are in a condition for allowance, and allowance at an early date would be appreciated* 
Should the Exaininer have any questions or comments, the Examiner is encouraged to call the 
undersigned at (40S) 530-9700 to discuss the same so that any outstanding issues can be 
expeditiously resolved. 

Respectfnlly submitted, 
HAVERSTOCK & OWENS LLP 



Dated: S^" '7-03 




Thomas B. Havcrstock 
Reg. No.; 32,573 
Attorneys for Applicants 
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Version with markings to show changas made. 



TNTHECLATMS: 



(Twice Air '^f*/!) A headr>hone sunnort eleraent for securing a headphone connector 
having one circular plug to a headphone connector interface of an electronic device 
having a corresponding jack wherein the plug is inserted into die jack, the headphone 
support element coupled wiih the headphone connector interface, wherein the headphone 
support element having a first receptacle for engaging and securing the headphone 
connector, wherein the headphone connector cannot move or rotate when connected to 
the headphone connector interface. 



(Twice Amended) The headphone support element according to claim 1 wherein die 
headphone support element is integi:a|jy fonned within [an] the electronic device. 
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